CHETNOLE AND STOCKWOOD PARISH COUNCIL

  
DRAFT SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION

Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Parish Council
held on Tuesday 4 February 2025
(Meeting Number 7  – 2024/25 council year)

Present: 	Cllrs J Troup (Chairman), A Clark, E Hume, N Hewitt, J Meier, 
G De-Metz (part meeting) and G Sturgess

In Attendance:  		

7.1	Apologies for Absence: Mrs Susan Woodford (Clerk)

7.2	Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
	None

7.4	Finance – To approve the Budget and Precept for 2025/2026
Members had agreed at the meeting held on 8 January 2025 to postpone a decision on the Precept until later in the month, pending further information on likely devolution to local Councils.   Unfortunately, the Parish Council were unable to meet again before the end of January 2025, so the Clerk submitted a recommended figure as given in the budget proposal of £13,000, subject to confirmation by the Parish Council.   If the Precept were to rise to £13,000 divided by the current Council Tax Base figure of £198.60, then the equivalent Band D rate for Chetnole and Stockwood would be £65.45.  Approximately £1.25 per week/ per household (a rise of approx 1p per week/per household on the 24/25 figure).  
Cllr Clark raised concerns about the legal liabilities which may fall to Councillors as well as financial liabilities.  The Council agreed that it had not been notified of any potential liabilities but Cllr Troup would check this with Dorset Council.   Cllr Kippax had hoped to provide clarity about what functions might be devolved to Parish level, but he had received no further information.  The Parish Council therefore agreed that it should plan for “what ifs” in addition to existing plans to improve Chetnole and Stockwood village environment through facilities such as the Children’s Play Area.  
	
RESOLVED:   Proposed by Cllr Sturgess and seconded by Cllr Clark and agreed unanimously to increase the Precept for 2025/2026 to £13,000.  

7.5	Matters requiring the attention of the Council that may be brought forward for resolution at a subsequent meeting. 

· Cllr Sturgess has updated the plan of missing sign posts to include Stockwood – to note.
· Cllr Clark to discuss hedge/verge encroachment
· Cllr de Metz suggesting discussion on tree reduction in the Playing Feld
· Funding raising for Children’s Play Area
· Query regarding the status of permission for the widened gateway and gate in Deep Ford Lane.

7.6	Date of Next Meeting
Wednesday 12 March 2025.


..................................................
Chairman
